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CURATOR'S COLUMN

by John Rotsart

Backinearly 1990, LGB of America

presented the museum with an un-
expected but spectacular gift.
“Malcolm Furlows LGB Empire,” a
20 by 24" layout designed to show
off LGB's equipment in their local
show room was brought to the
museum and reassembled at the
expense of LGB. The only plc:ice to
put such a large layout was in the
visiting exhibits area which it filled
almost completely.

The LGB layout was given to the
museum with the express under-
standing that it eventually would
have to be moved somewhere else,
orsold so theeducationalarea could
bedeveloped in thelocation it occu-
pied. For many years the museum
has been trying to talk thecity out of
the mower shop located on the
southwest corner of the building.
In the City’s long range plan for
Balboa Park the mower shop is lo-
cated somewhereelse. It was hoped

that the layout might be moved in'

there as part of a toy train display.
By early 1992, thecity still had given
no indication that it was ready to
turnthis 1,400 square foot area over
to the museum.

In January 1992, the Board of Di-
rectors deaccessioned the LGB, and
it wasadvertised in Model Railroader
classifieds. It was purchased by

Ress Crain of Calgary, Alberta. In
early August the LGB was disas-
sembled with the help of Norm
White and Jeff McDa* ', Loading
the eight sections on the moving
vanwasaccomplished with the help
of volunteers Ken MacFadean, Jim
Nemitz, Mitch Alderman, John
Cathcart, Greg Luiz, Barbara
Rovenger, John Rotsart and several
others, all of whom deserve the
museum'’s thanks. “

Proceeds from the sale of the lay- -
-out will go towards completion of -
.the multi-use area. A néw around

" thewalls LGB
Tayout will

" grace the up-
per eleva-
tions of the
multi-use

area by the
end of next
- year.
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Casa de Balboa Bulldl
on fhe Prado in Balboa Park
619) 696-0199

Normal HI?A“IS

irst Tuesday of Mon
Flfl;/vgdnesday-FﬂdaY
Saturday-Sunday

th 11-4
114
11-5

Adult Admission

irst Tuesday Free
W:ér-Sun - Adults $2.00

Children under 15 Free

Museum Officers
President
Steve Geidensticker
Curator

John Rotsart -

The spire of the LGR layout is still in place
in this photo taken August 12, jusi two
days before the layout was shipped to
Canada. The control panel has been tied
upright in preparation for the move.
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Copies of Malcolm Furlow’s

Original Sketches
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. INSTRUCTIONS FOR MALCOM FURLOW'S LGB EMPIRE N\ _

OVERVIEW

THIS LAYOUT CONSISTS O©OF FIVE SEPARATE RUNNING SECTIONS
LABELEDA B C D F,.

‘SECTION "A" IS A WESTERN MOTIF WITH A PASSING TRACK AND FOUR
SPURS.

SECTION YB" IS A EUROPEAN DESIGN WITH SHEAR WALLS AND EXTEN-

. SIVE TUNNEL WORKS. THERE IS A REVERSE LOOP IN THE CENTER OF THE

TOWN.,
: SECTION "¢ I8 THE CENTER MEDIUM HEIGHT AREA THAT MAY BE RUN
IN A LOOP THRCUGH THE MOUNTAINOUS AREA OR MAY BE SWITCHED TO RUN
POINT LOOP TO POINT LOOP FROM "C" TO "BY WHILE,"B" OUTER AREA I8
STILL RUNNING INDEPENDENT OF THE POINT LOOPS. WHILE "CH IS RUN-
NING POINT LOOPS ALL SWITCH SELECTION ARE AUTOMATIC AND SELF COR~-
RECTING IF A TURNOUT IS THROWN BY MISTAKE,
SECTION "D" IS THE UPPER CENTER SECTION.

SECTION "F" IS A COG TRAM RUNNING FROM SECTION "B" TO THE:

EDGE OF SECTION "D",



=

SECTION "C";

SWITCH ¢; SELECTS THE ROUTING FOR POWER TO SECTION "C¥ AT

THE TQP CONTROLLER "C" WILL POWER THE SECTION. AT THE BOTTOM

SWITCH & 'WILL SELECT THE CONTROLLER THAT SUPPLIES POWER TO SEC-

TION "C”.

SWITCH a; CONTROLS THE SELECTIGN FOR POWER WHEN ENABLED BY
SWITCH ¢. AT THE TOP CONTROLLER A IS SELECTED AT THE -BOTTOM CON-
TROLLER B I8 SELECTED.

SWITCH R; REVERSES THE POWER TO THE TRACK FEED FOR THE SEC-
TION INCLUDING THE REVERSE LOOP OF SECTION “B"DURING POINT LOOP.

SWITCH P; THE TOP OF THIS SWITCH LOCKS IN THE POINT LOOPS

TROM BECTION ¥C" TO SECTION "B". .
SWITCH wl4; CONTROLS TRACK SWITCH wld4 THE FRONT SWITCH ENTRY
INTO THE REVERSING LOOP.

SWITCH wil6; CONTROLS TRACK SWITCH wl6 THE REAR SWITCH THAT
DROPS DOWN TO SECTION "B".

SWITCH 7; CONTROLS TRACK POWER TO. FRONT SIDING.
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ELECTRICAL OPERATION:
~ SECTION "A":

SWITCH a;

SELECTS

THE ROUTING FOR POWER TO SECTION A" AT

THE TCP CONTROLLER A WILL POWER THE SECTION. AT THE BOTTOM SWITCH
b WILL SELECT THE CONTROLLER THAT SUPPLIES POWER TO SECTION M"A',

SWITCH b
SWITCH a.

CONTROL

AT THE TOP CONTROLLER B

TROLLER C IS SELECTED.

SWITCH Wl;

PASSING SIDING.

SWITCH w2;
SWITCH w3;

ING SIDING..

SWITCH w4,
YARD.
SWITCH W53

IN THE YARD,

SWITCH w6;

CONTROLS

CONTROLS
CONTROLS

CONTROLS

CONTROLS
CONTROLS

SPUR IN THE YARD.

SWITCH w7;

CONTROLS

SELECTION FOR POWER WHEN ENABLED BY
IS SELECTED AT THE BOTTOM CON-

S THE

TRACK BWITCH wl AT THE BEGINNING OF THE

TRACK SWITCH w2 FOR THE ENGINE HOUSE.
TRACK SWITCH W3 AT THE END OF THE\PASS-

TRACK SWITCH wq¢ FOR THE ENTRANCE TO THE
TRACK SWITCH w5 FOR TOP AND CENTER SPUR
TRACK SWITCH w6 FOR THE CENTER AND BOTTOM

TRACK SWITCH w7 AS THE MAIN LINE TURNOUT

TO GO OVER THE MAIN BRIDGE.
CONTROL8 TRACK SWITCH w8 AS THE REAR MAIN LINE .

SWITCE wW8;
TURNOUT.
SWITCH E_;
SWITCH E_;
COUPLERS.
SWITCH 1;
TRACK.
"SWITCH . 2;
TRACK,
SWITCH 3;
SWITCH 4;

SWITCH 35;
SWITCH 6;

ZomMon

ACTIVATE
ACTIVATE

CONTROLS
CONTROLS

CONTROLS
CONTROLS

CONTROLS
CONTROLS

o

§ THE TOP YARD SPUR UNCOUPLER. :
S THE MIDDLE AND BOTTOM YARD SPUR UN-

TRACK POWER TO SECTION 1 OF PASSING
TRACK POWER TO SECTION 2 OF PASSING

TRACK POWER TO ENGINE HOUSE.
TRACK POWER TO TOP OF YARD SPUR.

TRACK POWER TO CENTER OF YARD SPUR.
TRACK POWER TO BOTTOM OF YARD SPUR.
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SECTION "B": ’

SWITCH b; SELECTS THE ROUTING FOR POWER TQ SECTION-"B" AT
THE TOP CONTROLLER "B" WILL POWER THE SECTION. AT THE BOTTOM
SWITCH & WILL SELECT THE CONTROLLER THAT SUPPLIES POWER TO SEC-
TION *C", y .

SWITCH A; " CONTROLS THE SELECTION FOR POWER WHEN ENABLED BY
SWITCH b. AT THE TOP CONTROLLER A I8 SELECTED AT THE BOTTOM CON-
TROLLER ¢ IS SELECTED, '

SWITCH R; %~ REVERSES THE POWER TO THE TRACK FEED FOR THE SEC-
TION. IT IS USED MAINLY FOR MANUAL REVERSING LOOP. :

SWITCH wd; CONTROLS TRACK SWITCH w9 THE MAIN LINE SWITCH TO
THE LARGE BRIDGE. Y\ -

SWITCH wi0; CONTROLS TRACK SWITCH wlQ THE MAIN LINE SWITCH FOR
THE REAR. " . '

SWITCH wll; CONTROLS PAIR OF CROSSOVER TRACK SWITCHES wll 1IN
THE REVERSE LOOP SECTION.

SWITCH w13; CONTROLS PAIR OF CROSSOVER TRACK SWITCHES w13 ON
THE SIDE SECTION.

SWITCH A; POWER TO LIGHTS IN SECTION M"A"
SWITCH B; POWER TO LIGHTS IN SECTION "A"
SWITCH C; POWER TO LIGHTS IN SECTION "B"
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